
Looking back on 2014 and prior years, I ask 

myself; is there ever a “typical” or “normal” 

year in the Peace Country? I don’t think there 

is ever a year without its own unique challeng-

es. I am always amazed at the ability of farm-

ers to adapt and forge ahead. This year  on my 

farm, a mid-harvest snowfall slowed things 

down for a few days, but it did allow my cano-

la to cure. Harvest across the area is almost 

100% complete, with only a handful of produc-

ers left to finish a field or two in the spring. 

With winters arrival, your directors have been busy attending local meetings, meetings across     

Canada, some to other countries too. 

2014 marked the final year of the existing strategic plan for  BCGPA. Recently meetings 

were held in Fort St. John and Dawson Creek to set the direction and priorities of the 

next strategic plan. This will be available soon and will be posted on the website. 

On behalf of the directors and staff of the BCGPA, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

a  Happy New Year. 

Robert Vander Linden 
BCGPA President 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
BCGPA Members are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of the BC Grain Producers Associa-

tion on February 12, 2015 in Dawson Creek, BC.  Registration will begin at 8:30AM and the agenda will 

include nominations and elections of four open directions positions: two in the North Peace and two in 

the South Peace, as well as a presentations on numerous topics, including the Harvest Sample Program. 



The first season of the collaborative BC Peace Pest monitoring 

project has succeeded in providing an excellent starting point 

for future monitoring and forecasting in the area. Pests and dis-

eases of critical importance in neighbouring areas were priori-

tized for continuous monitoring efforts (flea beetles and Black-

leg for example), along with emerging pests (Wheat Midge) 

and potential new threats (Swede Midge and clubroot). 

In total, over 400 samples were collected and catalogued dur-

ing weekly monitoring efforts, and additional pathology sam-

ples were collected during year end surveys and throughout the 

season as discovered. 

Eleven monitoring sites 

were established with 

cooperators across the 

Peace Region: 5 Cano-

la, 5 Wheat, and 1 

extra weather station 

site. I want to stress the 

importance of this data 

in establishing trends 

over time specific to 

our region, as well as 

giving baselines for characterizing when population shifts or 

introductions occur. 

An example of the value of this consistent monitoring is evident 

in a discovery made this season with flea beetle populations. As 

most Canola growers are aware, the most common damaging 

flea beetle species in the prairies are striped, crucifer and hops. 

They may also know that recent evidence suggests striped flea 

beetles may have more potential for resistance to certain insec-

ticides than other flea beetles. This year’s efforts failed to col-

lect a single crucifer flea beetle, the majority of beetles in total 

were striped, and most of the small black flea beetles in fields 

turned out to be a species not known to feed on Canola at all. 

This is a great example of why it is crucial that control decisions 

are based off of established damage thresholds and not merely 

the presence of the beetles in the crop. 

The first weather site placed this year was located between 

Clayhurst and Cecil Lake and was used by AAFC this season to 

fill in data gaps in forecasting maps for pest monitoring up-

dates.  Additional weather sites were established later in the 

season at 3 of the 5 canola 

sites with the hopes they can 

eventually be used to fill in 

the other current gaps in 

data for the region as well, 

which will improve the reliability of these forecasts for the BC 

Peace.  

 Some of the more immediately useful results this season provid-

ed information on the status of new and potentially expected 

pests. Swede Midge has been present in Ontario since 2000, 

but more recently we’ve seen some localized outbreaks in 

Northeastern Saskatchewan and it is likely that should the midge 

reach our region it would survive perfectly fine. It can cause 

massive yield losses and is extremely difficult to manage with 

insecticides leaving producers with little option but to run ex-

tended rotations. Pheromone traps indicated that this midge is 

still not present in the Peace, and detection efforts will continue 

next season. For more information on this pest and good images 

of what to look for, try Ontario agriculture’s website. Cabbage 

seedpod weevil in contrast, was first detected in southern BC 

and has spread across the southern prairies, but this year’s sur-

vey results suggest it still hasn’t moved into the Peace. Because 

larvae feed inside the pods, it is also difficult to control and will 

continue to be monitored for carefully.  

Soil samples analyzed for clubroot from across the BC Peace 

also indicate this pathogen is still absent. 

Wheat Midge is a relatively new 

pest to our area and was detect-

ed in very low (below threshold) 

levels at all sites from North of 

Montney, through Clayhurst, Rolla 

and Farmington. This pest should 

be scouted for carefully next year 

as much higher numbers were 

detected by colleagues near Bo-

nanza and further East. 

Things to watch out for next sea-

son definitely include grasshop-

pers, as the fairly mild fall and 

hot/dry conditions throughout this 

season are perfect conditions for egg laying and development. 

The eggs laid earlier in the season will develop to a point until 

temperatures drop, so next year we might expect the first 

grasshoppers to come out to do so in large numbers. Identifying 

which nymphs are present near your different crops early will 

be important for planning and applying any necessary control 

measures: remember, control is most effective at the nymph 

stages. If you’d like a copy of nymph ID sheets, or any other 

information I can email them upon request. 

If any producers want any other information, have questions, or 

are interested in participating in next year’s monitoring efforts 

please contact me at bcpeacepestmonitoring@gmail.com or 

find me on twitter @BCPPM. 

Remotely accessible weather station near Clayhurst that 

allows frequestn transfers of ata to AAFC for forecast 

masp constructions.  The other 3 weather stations are 

manually shuttled and collected less frequestnly. 

Changing out the sticky cards in wheat 

midge pheromone traps bordering a 

field in Baldonnel.   

Swede Midge pheromone trap. There 

are 4 traps per site, located 10 meters 

in from the field margin. 

2014 BC Peace Pest Monitoring  
Submitted by Arlan Benn 

mailto:bcpeacepestmonitoring@gmail.com


Grain Growers of Canada Update 
Submitted by Lindsey Ehman, GGC 

AgriStability 
BC Ministry of Agriculture 

It has been an exciting and active time of 

transition since we last updated you on 

the activities here 

at the Grain Grow-

ers of Canada! In 

March 2014 Bryan 

Rogers joined us as 

the new Executive 

Director, taking the 

helm and driving 

activities in Ottawa 

on files key to Can-

ada’s grain produc-

ers. Bryan came to 

the GGC with an extensive background in 

government relations and policy advoca-

cy. Bryan has been working tirelessly to 

drive our issues as well as managing the 

daily operations of the GGC. 

Lindsey Ehman joined Bryan in the office 

this October, stepping into the position of 

Public Affairs Manager which was vacat-

ed by Janet Krayden this past Spring. 

Lindsey will be managing the communica-

tions and media relations activities as well 

as supporting Bryan in the administration 

of the organization. Lindsey has a back-

ground in member-based associations and 

spent five years with the Canadian Re-

newable Fuels Association prior to joining 

the GGC. 

At time of writing the GGC is actively 

engaged in planning the Fall Board of 

Directors Meeting and Annual General 

Meeting taking place December 1-2 in 

Ottawa, immediately before Crop Life’s 

GrowCanada Conference.  

By the time Bryan came on board the 

GGC and all grain farmers were already 

deeply involved with the well-known rail 

transportation issues. In March, the gov-

ernment’s Order in Council (OIC) mandat-

ed weekly minimum volumes for grain 

shipments by CN and CP. This was fol-

lowed by companion legislation (Bill C-

30), and the launch of an expedited Can-

ada Transportation Act Review, which is 

currently under way. The GGC has been 

meeting with government to advance the 

position of the Grain Growers, working 

with members to offer support with the 

submission process and providing com-

ments to the media. The OIC is scheduled 

to expire on November 29 and there is 

little indication that it will be extended. 

We hope to have more information on the 

outcome of this process for our next up-

date. 

The second Bill that has been high on the 

priority list for all farmers across Canada 

is C-18, the Agricultural Growth Act. This 

legislation will have several important 

benefits for growers including updating 

the Plant Breeders Rights Act to align Can-

ada with UPOV91, enshrining into law the 

right of farmers to save, store and clean 

seed, and proposed amendments to the 

Agricultural Marketing Programs Act 

(including delivery of the Advanced Pay-

ments Program). The GGC has lent our 

support to government throughout the 

process and appeared before the Agri-

culture and Agri-Food Committee on Oc-

tober 28th to discuss proposed amend-

ments. C-18 has been passed by Commit-

tee and is making its way quickly through 

Parliament. Minister Gerry Ritz has indi-

cated that it is a priority to have this Act 

passed by Christmas 2014 and if that 

does not happen we can expect the Bill to 

receive Royal assent early in 2015. 

The Grain Growers of Canada provides a 

strong national voice for over 50,000 

active and  successful grain, oilseed and 

pulse producers through its 14 provincial 

and regional grower groups, representing 

wheat, durum, barley, canola, oat, corn, 

soybean, pea, lentil, rye, and triticale 

farmers from across Canada. Our mission 

and mandate is to pursue a policy envi-

ronment that maximizes global competi-

tiveness and to influence federal policy on 

behalf of independent Canadian grain 

farmers and their associations. 

Final submission Deadline “Reminder” 

AgriStability Statement A /AgriInvest Harmonized form  

Producers, who missed the September 30th 2014 deadline to submit their 2013 AgriStability/AgriInvest Harmonized form, can still do so. The final 

deadline is December 31st 2014.   

PLEASE NOTE:There is a penalty for those who file their forms late. Producers receiving a 2013 benefit will have their payment reduced 

by $500.00 for each month the forms are filed late to a maximum of $1500.00.  

Producers who miss the December 31st deadline will not be eligible for a 2013 program year payment. 



T he past season was a very fast 

paced one right through the sum-

mer months with significantly extra 

heat but less than 60% of our normal 

rainfall. The period from the comple-

tion of planting (May 22nd for our 

team) until the last week of July saw 

basically no significant rainfall for either the North Peace 

or South Peace research farms. To make matters worse, 

we saw many a day over 27o C in temperatures and 

quite a lengthy stretch with temperatures into the lower 

30’s while canola, flax and field pea were all attempting 

to bloom and pollinate during that time. In the end, 

yields have proven to be surprisingly exceptional consid-

ering these earlier conditions, with the one exception 

being the flax crop. Flax is definite-

ly a cool-loving plant at flowering 

and although boles were plentiful 

on the plants within our plots, once 

opened at harvest time, we could 

see they were only partly filled with 

seed with some being completely 

empty. Most often canola will abort 

all effort of a pod if pollination does 

not take, but it seems flax will still put the energy into 

boles despite the number of seeds in it. Although flax 

yields were not greatly reduced (estimated at about a 

third less than normal) it does beg the question how will 

flax fit into the changing climate of the Peace River re-

gion where extra heat at flowering is becoming more and 

more the norm. More resilient cold-tolerant flax that can 

be planted very early into cold soils – the goal of our flax 

project that was established over ten years ago – will of 

course help this dilemma as earlier planted flax means it 

blooms earlier in the summer too and may miss the 

worst of the heat.  

B ack to the exceptional yields and for that matter, 

good quality of the crops too. The only significant 

negative quality issue for our crops was that when the 

rains did return, it was early enough to bring on a sec-

ond flush of tillers in the cereals. This brought on green 

seed issues in many of our cereal crops, mostly in late 

maturing lines perhaps not suited for our region anyway, 

and to some degree in the canola. However, most green 

seed in the canola was more related to the early hard 

frost we received around the 6th of September rather 

than from re-growth issues. In the end a lot of desiccant 

spraying went out this fall in our cereals as we are not 

able to swath which brought most of this green seed 

issue under control but at the cost of more management 

and time. One key to this summer’s success despite ad-

verse weather is that last winter we received snow early 

and it stayed, long before the ground froze hard, and as 

a result it seeped moisture into the ground almost all 

winter. It is this good soil moisture that we all cursed at 

planting time this past spring, bringing on extra spring 

cultivations and stubble burning in an attempt to warm 

and dry out soils that saved our yields and in fact, gave 

us great yields at both our 

two research stations. If not 

for the residual green seed in 

certain cereal crops one 

would never know or believe 

there was ever a drought in 

2014. Furthermore, if it had 

not been for this good soil 

moisture reserve this year’s 

crops had at their disposal, the earlier summer drought 

would have likely devastated our yields and quality. The 

nice thing here is that we are entering into an identical 

scenario this November – well so far anyway – which is 

potentially setting us up for great yields next season. 

Rains next June would still be preferred however, espe-

cially as we are also being set up for another high pres-

sure season of grasshoppers, particularly at the North 

Peace site. Rains bring on fungal diseases for insects 

including grasshopper which can bring their numbers 

crashing down rapidly by natural means, especially if it 

rains significantly in June while the critters are all still 

small.  

Research Update 
Submitted by Clair Langlois 

Check out our new website at  

www.bcgrain.com 
Please email info@bcgrain.com to receive newsletters  

and updates via email 



Research Update Continued …  
 

T he fast pace of the season did get us harvesting field 

peas by August 12th and all barley was off prior to 

Labour Day. However that came to an abrupt halt by the 

second week of September - traditionally a very intense 

harvesting week - as damp weather created mostly from a 

lack of wind, high humidity and persistent cloud cover but 

also in the form of several inches of wet snow, brought 

combining down to a snail’s pace which delayed the wrap-

up of harvest until October 7th despite the early start. It 

also had us finishing under less than ideal conditions for 

an efficient harvest. Despite all the weather issues and 

being short-staffed during harvest, we can finally see the 

end approaching later this month (November) to the ma-

jority of our “in-lab” post-harvest analysis, with a full com-

pletion in early December. Such post-harvest analysis in-

volves the obvious seed cleaning and weighing process of 

every plot removed from the field, well over 8,000+ plots 

harvested, but also involves analyzing other quality pa-

rameters such as seed size, hectolitre weights and kernel 

protein. Working with the data generated (statistics and 

the like) is well underway and we still hope to get the 

“2014 Field Crop Variety Performance” book out in early 

January, if not sooner, rather than in February as has 

been more of the tradition due to the complexity of the 

task. 

M any people have been following our Quinoa project 

over the past field season as it was hard to miss the 

six-foot tall Lamb’s-quarters look-a-like plants growing 

close to the road at our Dawson Creek (South Peace) site. 

The multi-colours of their heads was quite a beautiful 

splendor to witness and the flaming colours that the whole 

plant took on after the first killing frost was also striking to 

see. However, we are not after beautiful colours, but a 

grain crop, and it seems the hard frost mentioned above 

that occurred around the 6th of September came 

way too early for this new crop. It appears the hard 

frost locked in its stage of development at that mo-

ment in time despite the weather improvements 

post-freeze. We instigated a hand-harvest of the 

heads from just the two middle rows of four on 

September 22nd and 23rd, and air-dried them in-

doors in large cloth bags with forced ambient air for 

two more weeks. Fully dried they are still waiting 

the shelling of the seed sometime early this winter 

as we try to figure out the best way for that task, 

but will likely involve the small plot combine in a 

stationary fashion. Direct cutting with the combine 

in the field was the preferred method of harvest 

sought but was obviously not going to happen due to the 

frost preventing proper maturation in the field. The other 

two outer rows per plot were purposely left in the field to 

see how they would de-

velop as the season pro-

gressed, but it became 

obvious the seed and 

the seed heads were not 

changing from the high 

moisture condition noted 

shortly after that early 

hard killing frost. It ap-

pears that early hard 

frost ruined any chance 

of us witnessing normal 

maturation of quinoa in 

our region for 2014. We 

will be looking at other 

quinoa variety choices 

later this winter in case 

the choices of variety we received played a large role in 

the plants not being advanced enough prior to a killing 

frost to mitigate severe damage from a killing frost. Here 

is hoping for a more normal season next year. 



 

Website: bcgrain.com 

 

         Ministry of
   Agriculture, Food
        and Fisheries

PEACE RIVER AGRICULTURE  

DEVELOPMENT FUND 

Mandate 
The purpose of the BC Grain Producers 

Association is to improve the viability of 

the grains and oilseed industry in the BC 

Peace River region.  The association and 

its members maintain sustained liaison 

with other agencies to benefit the field 

crop industry.  The association encour-

ages all farmers to participate within 

their industry so that their voices may     

be heard. 

Special Thanks to our Funding Partners 

Research Office 

Clair Langlois—Research Manager 

401 114 Avenue 

Dawson Creek, BC V1G 2Z7 

Phone: 250.782.2557 

Email: bcgpa-r@pris.ca 

For more information on these seminars, or to 

register, please contact Louise Baxter @           

250-793-2624 or bbaxter@pris.ca 

Ag Expert Analyst 

Training 

 

Level 1 

8:30PM 

To 

 5:00PM 

$400  

Introduction, Set up, 

Entries, Reports, 

Mobile App  

Fort St John Dec 4 & 5, 2014 

Dawson Creek Dec 11 & 12, 2014 

Alberta Peace * Jan 8 & 9, 2015 

Grande Prairie Jan 15 & 16, 2015 

Level 2 

8:30AM 

To 

5:00PM 

$200   

Session A Fort St John Jan 21, 2015 

Session B Fort St John Jan 22, 2015 

Session C Fort St John Jan 23, 2015 

Session A Dawson Creek Feb 19, 2015 

Session B Dawson Creek Feb 20, 2015 

Session A Grande Prairie Feb 25, 1015 

Session B Grande Prairie Feb 26, 2015 

Session C Grande Prairie Feb 27, 2015 

Session A Alberta Peace* Mar 5, 2015 

Session B Alberta Peace* Mar 6, 2015 

Session A Getting more with AEA, Bank reconciliations, Year End Procedures 

Session B Inventory and AgriStability, Accounts Receivable and Payable  

Session C Payroll, Management Tools 

* Alberta Peace may be Fairview, Eaglesham or Falher depending on  

facility availability and sufficient registrations 

Main Office 

Sharla Pearce—Administrator 

Box 6004 

Fort St John, BC V1J 2W3 

Phone: 250.785.5774 

Toll Free: 1.866.716.7170 

Fax: 250.787.0031 

Email: info@bcgrain.com 


