President’s Message Submitted by: David Wathrich

t's a pleasure for me to address the membership as the new president of the BCGPA. For
those of you who don’t know me, I farm with my wife Karen, children Miles and Gillian in the
Flatrock area. I have been on the board for several years now and I look forward to the
opportunity to represent the membership.

The association is working hard to deal with the issues brought forward by the membership.
This year so far we have received an extension from Production Insurance on seeding deadlines
due to the late start, and we have recently just finished up our strategic planning for the future
of the association.

Another important change this year is the management of the
association. Janet Banman has taken on an increased respon-
sibility in the running of the association and without her
knowhow it would be very difficult for your board to
accomplish as much as it does.

Many of the activities we are working on will be covered in this newsletter and if you
have any concerns or new issues that should be brought up please feel free to bring
them to the board’s attention. I wish all of you a great summer, enjoy the rain.

Seeding in.Pine View

Support BC AgriCUIture in the HST Referendum Taken from: BCAC Council Capsule

E very vote will count in the current HST referendum. It is up to each and every one of us to vote ‘No’ and send in
our ballots, and encourage our friends, colleagues, neighbours and family members to do the same.

This situation is unprecedented for the BCAC and BC agriculture. Never before has there been an issue of such impor-
tance to the sector that every British Columbian of voting age has a direct say in.

The FightHST side has been less than truthful in its campaign. They have even become “experts” in agriculture —
claiming in the Abbotsford public forum that all farm inputs under the old system were PST exempt through the use of
a Farmer ID card, and that the old system was less burdensome and costly for business and government. These claims
are pure fantasy — the PST system was broken for BC agriculture when Mr. Vander Zahm was premler and it
remained broken until July 2010. This is why the BCAC had been in ongoing discus- :
sions with government trying desperately to overhaul the PST system, and why year
after year after year agriculture tried to get items added (usually unsuccessfully) to an
outdated PST exemption list. Given agriculture’s rapidly changing technology, the
process was thoroughly kaput.

The implementation of the HST simplified and fixed the broken PST system — and it
has put BC agriculture in a better position to keep lower priced imports out of the prov-
ince, and to compete in export markets. The change is the single biggest improvement |
BC agriculture has seen from a government policy change in many, many years and,
coming on the heels of five consecutive years of negative net farm income (Source:
Statistics Canada), has provided at least some relief for BC’s farmers and ranchers.

This vote is not about partisan politics or how the HST was implemented — it is about
what is better tax policy for British Columbia. To that, there is one clear answer — vote
NO to reverting back to a broken and convoluted double tax system.

Support BC Agriculture. Keep the HST. Vote NO.




Important AgriStability Deadlines

tis that time of year when farmers are busy in their fields and focused on this year’s production. This article is just
to remind producers who are enrolled in the 2011 AgriStability program about important upcoming deadlines.
2010 AgriStability/Agrilnvest Harmonized Form without Penalty September 30, 2011.

2010 AgriStability/Agrilnvest Harmonized Form with Penalty December 31, 2011.

Note: Producers receiving a benefit will have their payment reduced by $500.00

per month to a maximum of $1500.00.1f you want more information please

AgriStability representative.

Website: http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/agristability

Research Update

What a difference rain makes, both to one’s optimism and to
one’s fields.

Researchers are in a similar mode of mind.
Little things are being noticed, like the increased apparent vigor of
hybrid canola lines which are allowing hybrid canola lines to out-
grow water stress sooner than the old conventional open-pollinated
types. This should translate to yield differences come harvest but we will have to wait
and see as canola has a great ability to surprise us with resilience, whether hybrid or
open-pollinated. All research plots look great and are growing well. We anticipate
some very good yields both in grain and oil content for those that are oilseed crops. We
also expect big spreads finally in maturity between varieties in all crops, and we may
even run into dry-down issues beating the frosts for those late and thus inappropriate
materials for our area. This is good in research, because the past three years has dis-
guised some of these inappropriate materials under the cover of drought, but this year
we will get a reminder again of what a lot of our work is about — maturity. For our
durum wheat and ethanol wheat tests in particular, will finally tell us which lines (or
any in the case of durum), can truly mature here in time. Are dry beans really feasible
for our area regarding maturity? — we are going to see this year! At the moment our dry
beans are miles ahead of those in trials in southern Alberta according to Dr. Parthiba
Balasubrama (Ag Canada bean breeder in Lethbridge, Alberta), whilst both ours and
theirs had been planted around the same date. That extra sunlight was at it again for us!

Below is a quick summary of rainfall amounts for both research stations, having been
collected from our two electronic WeatherBug® stations as of June 28™

I hope to see all of you at the tour to discuss all this and much more with
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Submitted by: Clair Langlois
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== Business Risk Management

here have been some organiza-

tional changes occurring within
the Business Risk Management
Branch (BRMB) affecting our region.
These changes were felt necessary
to provide better customer service
and realize organizational efficien-
cies in the delivery of Production
Insurance and the Agriculture
Wildlife Program (AWP)

Your Program representative is now
your single point of contact for both
programs. Grain Production
Insurance clients are now registered
in the AWP part of their Insurance
signup process.

Most importantly , please remem-
ber to notify your program represen-
tative as soon as you have suffered
an insurable peril. Wildlife losses
must be reported 7 days prior to
swathing. This will ensure prompt
adjusting takes place and losses can
be verified.

Best wishes for a successful season.
Glen Mielke

Regional Field Operations Manager
Program Reps:

Gord Ouellette, Simon North: FSJ]

James Griffith, Lee Bowd: DC
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A f e w
board
members  and
staff had the
opportunity of
meeting  with
Ag Minister,
Don McRae,
on June 16™ in
both  Dawson
Creek and Fort
St. John. He was here for only one day
so the opportunity to meet and express
our concerns was short. Some of the
current issues we are working on were
presented to him, they include:

Insufficient Funding --We suggested
that sufficient funding for the Agricul-
ture budget needs to be reinstated to
the Ministry so that provincial
programs could be competitive with
BCGPA’s Alberta counterparts; that a
collaborative effort would be desired
for transportation and other -cross
border issues.

BC Carbon Tax —has increased costs
for on farm energy requirements and
poses a disadvantage for grain produc-
ers on their provincial counterparts.
The pending rise in this tax makes the
cost of producing food even more
expensive. The BCGPA supports the
abolishment of all carbon tax in the
primary production of food.

PST Reform — the Harmonization of
GST & PST, has had a positive impact
for farmers. A return to the PST/GST
system would be detrimental. The
HST saves BC farmers millions of
dollars annually, it’s a simple system
with no antiquated PST exemption
lists, and it improves BC farm
competiveness in domestic and export
markets. Please support your sector
and be sure to vote NO on your ballot
to keep the HST. Every Vote Counts!

ALR- agree in principle with the Agri-
cultural Land Reserve, however, the
full potential of these lands can only
be achieved when agricultural opera-
tions are financially viable. Local
Governments need to have an official

Agriculture Minister Don McRae visits the Peace

community plan with decision making
based on regional flexibility with control
of the oil and gas surface leases given
back to the ALC. The BCGPA does not
support a moratorium of the ALR as a
trial in North East BC or to abolish it.

Production Insurance / BRM-The
effectiveness of Production Insurance
coverage needs to be addressed where
multi year production declines. Historic
averages are reflective of low yields being
added and affect coverage levels. We
need to explore options for non-margin
based programs for BRM support for
farmers and re-visit the definition of
farmers for a more targeted approach. A
Provincial commitment of 40% cost share
for Agri-Recoveryin a drought year is
needed. The BCGPA recently requested
assistance under the Agri-Recovery
program of $30\acre for the losses of the
2010 drought but were not considered
under program guidelines. Further investi-
gation into what constitutes an extreme
loss according to program requirements is
an ongoing issue.

Cumulative effect of increased Oil &
Gas Activities in our Communities-The
increase in Oil & Gas Activities in our
communities affects our standard of living
and the way we operate our farming busi-
ness. These activities tax our infrastruc-
ture; introduce new weeds and soil borne
diseases, increase odour, noise, dust and
garbage. There are also concerns about
health issues due to harmful emissions.

Environmental Farm Plans , On Farm
Food Safety Initiatives and Farm En-
ergy Assessment Pilot Projects — These
programs enable producers to investigate
new initiatives and keep their farms mov-
ing forward to meet new regulatory stan-
dards. However, there is an urgent need of
more Environmental Farm Planners to be
made available in the Peace so that there
could be a full uptake in the program.

Regional Road Maintenance—Road
conditions in the South Peace, especially
where safety issues are concerned, are of
great import to us. The BCGPA has met
with Cariboo Road Services on many
occasions to discuss safety issues, to no
avail, but we will keep trying.

Submitted by: Janet Banman|

Site C— Should this project be approved,
incentives need to be put in place for
innovative farming practices. Opening up
the land on the south side of the river
opens doors to possible irrigation on
farmland and other new agricultural
initiatives.

Canadian Wheat Board—
The BC Grain Producers support market-
ing choice; to deliver their wheat and
barley based on storage or interest
payments, then to manage the cash flow
according to their needs and the freedom
to choose pricing opportunities similar to
the open market.

Renewable Fuels —
The BCGPA supports the Renewable
fuels regulations for the 2% biodiesel
requirement to be put in place by July,
2011. A feasibility study was completed
for Peace Biofuels to build a Biodiesel
facility in the region; however, lack of
adequate Government’s financial support
has kept this project from becoming a
reality. A facility of this kind would be of
great benefit to the region.

Education— The BCGPA supports the
fresh fruit program and the ‘Take a bite of
BC’ initiated in schools through Ag in the
Classroom However, there is a great
need for a regional agriculture emphasis
that could be taught through the provin-
cial curriculum as many programs are
only available in the South.

McRae was born and raised in the Comox
Valley, BC, and for the past 14 years he
has taught Secondary School. McRae has
been married to his wife Deanne for 16
years and they have two daughters.

He claims his hair didn’t always look the
way it currently does, until he had to deal
the 17,000 issues in his agriculture
portfolio.

Minister McRae was a pleasure to meet
and seemed quite sincere in learning
about the issues of the Peace Country. We
hope the Minister will be dedicated to
doing what he can to make agriculture the
best it can be in this province.
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Some of our successes this year include:

Submitted by Richard Phillips Ex. Dire

and innovation funding.

meeting.

member groups with Committee appearances.

and Senate to help get Colombia FTA passed.

and Prime Minister.

he Grain Growers of Canada has been working hard

to get the Board of Directors of the Canadian Wheat
Board to engage in planning for their future.
Unfortunately, the message from the CWB has been very
defeatist. This is causing two very serious consequences.

Firstly, there are good staff people in CWB who
are wondering what the future holds. When they hear their
leader saying it looks bleak and maybe the Directors
shouldn’t even bother to try, the first thing that happens is
people start sending out resumes.

Secondly, the CWB has an excellent brand name
around the world, but when customers hear the Chair
being defeatist, they immediately start looking around for
other sources of grain.

The CWB has an excellent rolodex of sales
contacts, they have staff who know freight logistics and

x GGC helped lead a campaign to defeat NDP Bill C-
474 that would have introduced non-science based crite-
ria to the registration process, interfering with Canada’s current
regulations and approval process. This bill threatened research

x  Working with AAFC on improving Business Risk Management
tools for farmers. A major workshop will be held at our summer

x  Worked within a large shipper’s coalition to get the Rail Service
Review completed. Now, we have a lot of work to see implementation!

x Called regularly before the Senate and House of Commons Standing Committees on Agriculture for
our policy input. The Senate Agriculture Committee is expected to begin a new study examining Agri-
culture Research Funding in the near future thanks to successful GGC lobbying.

x Built name recognition of the Grain Growers and its member organizations with many individual MPs,
Senators and key Ministers. Set up strategic MP meeting for member organizations and assisted

x Successfully pushed the Government for bi-laterals into key markets. Directly intervened in House

x Participated in a Canada-EU and Canada-Morocco trade missions with Ag Minister, Trade Minister

x Improved fiscal health of the association with a combination of membership dues, corporate affiliates

and convention profits. Reserves are now sufficient to start doing using more resources in our work.

Working with your organization we look forward to another year of success!

they have staff who know farmers. They know how to
sell our wheat and how to get it there.

But, if the Board of Directors don’t get to work on a
positive business model (and empower their manage-
ment team), they risk squandering the goodwill of their
customers who buy Canadian wheat and that can have a
negative effect on Canadian farmers.

Change is never easy, but if the CWB wants to
succeed then they need to harness the energy and ideas
of their staff, work with progressive farmers and farm
groups and together we can lay a plan out to the Govern-
ment that gives the CWB the opportunity to be success-
ful for years to come.

Anything less is a disservice to the farmers of Western
Canada.
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Climate Action Initiative

B.C.
Grain
Producers
Association

Managing Office

Box 6004
Fort St. John, BC
V1J 4H6
Phone: 2507855774
Fax: 250 7855713
Toll free: :866-716-7170
E-mail: bcgpac@pris.bc.ca
www.bcgrain.com
Janet Banmar General Manager

Check out the newly refreshed

website www.bcgrain.com

BCGPA Mandate:

The purpose of the BC Grain
Producers Association
(BCGPA) is to improve the
viability of the grains and oil-
seed industry in the BC Peace
River region. The association
and its members maintain
sustained liaison with other
agencies to benefit the field
crop industry. The association
encourages all farmers to
participate within their industry
so that their voices may be
heard.

—Focus group needed

Condolences to Ed and Lori Hadland and family in the recent loss of their

son and brother, Curtis.

Condolences to Maurice Fines and family on the passing of wife
and mother, Donna

Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.

0

e

Climate Action Initiative

BC AGRICULTURE & FOOD

Dear Members,

| am writing on behalf of the BC Agriculture Council’s Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative
to invite you to participate in this unique opportunity to improve the understanding of climate
change impacts, risks and opportunities for BC agriculture. This project is the first step in
developing tools and resources to assist agricultural producers to manage existing and future
weather and climate-related challenges and opportunities. Strengthening the resilience of BC
agricultural operations is the ultimate objective of our work.

The focus of the project is producer perspectives on risks, opportunities and the capacity of the
agriculture industry to deal with changing conditions. Over the next few months we will be
conducting a series of focus groups with producers across key commodities and regions in BC.

We would like to invite you to take part in a focus group for the Peace Region on:
Thursday, July 7, 11:00am to 5:30pm
BCGPA Research Centre Conference Room
401-114" Ave, Dawson Creek
OR
Friday, July 8", 9am to 3:30 pm
Quality Inn Northern Grand — Plaza 1
9830 100th Avenue, Fort St. John

We understand and respect that producers are extremely busy, especially at this time of year.
We will ensure that the focus group session uses time efficiently and provides maximum benefit
to you as a participant. Please be aware that this session will be very small (approximately 10-
15 producers) so your participation and contributions will matter that much more.

If you have any questions or wish to discuss the project further, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Please find attached a backgrounder on the project. We will provide additional
(more detailed) material in advance of the focus group session.

Please confirm your attendance via email to: bcgpa-c@pris.bc.ca or call 250-785-5774 no later
than July 4. We look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

@{azu —

Emily MacNair, Coordinator
BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative

BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative t250 356 1666 ¢ 250 361 5410

www.BCAgClimateAction.ca
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